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DETAILED ACTION 
1. Claims 8-12 and 15 are pending in this action. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 8-12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Henty (U.S. Patent 5,838,138) in view of Herron (U.S. 3,895,236). 

Regarding independent claim 8, and for claim 12 Henty teaches a wireless device for a 
processor-based device by teaching a wireless remote controller 140 (column 6, lines 40-45). 

Furthermore, Henty teaches a joystick to provide bi-directional inputs by teaching how 
the wireless remote controller 140 also includes a multi-directional controller as shown with 
joystick, 148 (column 6, lines 53-55, figure 8a at 148). 

Furthermore, Henty teaches a plurality of mechanical to electrical energy converters , 
each associated with one of said input devices; and a transmitter , coupled to the mechanical to 
electrical energy converters so as to transmit a control signal in response to a manual operation 
thereof {see column 6, lines 64 through column 7, lines 1-9, figure 8b; see also column 10, lines 
5-14, figure 8a, 8b). 

However, Henty does not teach an element coupled to joystick to convert rotation in one 
direction of the joystick into rotary motion. On the other hand, Herron teaches an energy 
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conversion apparatus wherein an element such as a flywheel 19 is coupled to a means for linear 
to rotary motion conversion 15 and functions as an energy storage mechanical device (column 
3, lines 2-8, figure 2 at 15, 19). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Henty and Herron because while Henty teaches a wireless device for a processor-based device 
by teaching a wireless remote controller 140 (column 6, lines 40-45), Herron teaches how an 
energy conversion apparatus would be incorporated in a device such as a joystick in a wireless 
controller wherein an element such as a flywheel is coupled to a means for linear to rotary 
motion conversion and functions as an energy storage mechanical device (column 3, lines 2-8, 
figure 2 at 15, 19). The motivation for these inventions would have been to reduce the amount 
of electric consumption by an operator (column 1, lines 38-45). 

Furthermore, Herron teaches how a mechanism would be coupled to the element to 
disengage the element in response to the operation of the joystick in the opposite direction by 
teaching how an embodiment for converting linear to rotary motion wherein the shaft 33 
(joystick) supported by bearings 35 will have formed on its end a rack gear 91 which engages a 
pinion gear 93 connected through a clutch 95 to a generator 97 such that the clutch will be 
adapted to engage only when the shaft 33 is moving in the direction of arrow 99 (column 6, 
lines 44-52, figure 5, 8 at 33, 95). Also, a flywheel may be included between the clutch 95 and 
generator 97 (column 6, lines 44-52, figure 5, 8 at 33, 95). 
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Regarding claims 9-11, in further discussion of claims 8, Henty teaches a wireless device 
for a processor-based device by teaching a wireless remote controller 140 (column 6, lines 40- 
45). 

Regarding claim 15, in further discussion of claim 8, Henty teaches an auxiliary battery 
(figure 9 at 162). 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's amendments and arguments filed August 6, 2004 with respect to claims 8-12 
and 15 have been considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant amended independent claim 8 to call a joystick that can be rotated in either of 
two directions. Applicant then argues that referring to Figure 4 of his invention, the joystick 
may be rotated in the direction E or opposite thereto. Hence, applicant contends that when the 
joystick 18 is operated in a direction opposite to the direction E, the actuator 24 is removed 
from the wheel 27. Applicant then concludes that no such operation is shown in the cited 
references and, therefore, reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

In response to these applicant's amendments and arguments, Applicant should note ath 
Henty does indeed teach a joystick that can be rotated in either of two directions by teaching 
how the wireless remote controller 140 also includes a multi-directional controller as shown 
with joystick 148 (column 6, lines 53-55, figure 8a at 148). 

Furthermore, in response to Applicant's feature of the actuator 24 being removed from 
the wheel 27 when the joystick 18 is operated in a direction opposite to the direction E, Herron 
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teaches an embodiment for converting linear to rotary motion wherein the shaft 33 (joystick) 
supported by bearings 35 will have formed on its end a rack gear 91 which engages a pinion 
gear 93 connected through a clutch 95 to a generator 97 such that the clutch will be adapted to 
engage only when the shaft 33 is moving in the direction of arrow 99 (column 6, lines 44-52, 
figure 5, 8 at 33, 95). Also, a flywheel may be included between the clutch 95 and generator 97 
(column 6, lines 44-52, figure 5, 8 at 33, 95). 

As such, Applicant's arguments are not persuasive and this application in its current form 
is not allowable. ' 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Uchendu O. Anyaso whose telephone number is (703) 306-5934. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Steve 
Saras, can be reached at (703) 305-9720. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, 
VA, 6 th Floor (Receptionist). Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
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application or proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service 
Office whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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